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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 - 2, 12 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Dean et al., (3263203). 

In regard to claim 1 and 12, Dean et al. disclose a distribution device 1 for distributing 
simultaneously high magnitude electrical potential from an input port 20 of the 
distribution device 1 to a plurality of output ports 19 thereof, utilization devices, the 
distribution device including a first portion 26 and a second portion 28 adapted for 
engagement (see Fig. 6), at least one of the first and second portions including 
cooperating couplers 1 1 . 

In regard to claim 2, Dean et al. disclose the cooperating couplers 1 1 comprise high 
voltage contacts (since the device is intended as a high voltage connector, see Col., 
lines ), the at least one of the first 26 and second 28 portions including openings (not 
marked) for receiving the high voltage contacts (see Fig.6). 
In regard to claim 16, Dean et al. disclose a distribution device 1 for distributing 
simultaneously high magnitude electrical potential from an input port 20 of the 
distribution device 1 to a plurality of output ports 19 thereof, utilization devices, the 
distribution device including a first portion 26 and a second portion 28 adapted for 
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engagement (see Fig. 6), at least one of the first and second portions including 
cooperating couplers 1 1 , and the at least one of the first 26, 50 and second 300 portions 
and the couplers 308, 304 include complementary threaded portions 296 for securing 
the couplers in engagement with the at least one of the first and second portions. 

Claims 1 - 3, 5 - 7 and 18are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Luzzi (4955823). 

In regard to claim 1 and 12, Luzzi discloses a distribution device (not numbered) for 
distributing high magnitude electrical potential from an input port (not marked, area 66) 
of the distribution device simultaneously to a plurality of output ports (connectors at 
areas 36 and 292 at the right side of Fig. 5) thereof, utilization devices, the distribution 
device including a first portion 26, 50 and a second portion 300 adapted for 
engagement, at least one of the first and second portions including cooperating 
couplers 156, 154 and 308, 304 . 

In regard to claim 2, Luzzi discloses the cooperating couplers 156, 154 and 308, 304 
comprise high voltage contacts (since the device is intended as a high voltage 
connector, see Col. 1, lines 17-21), the at least one of the first 26, 50 and second 300 
portions including openings (not marked) for receiving the high voltage contacts. 
In regard to claim 6, Luzzi discloses the first 26, 50 and second 300 portions include 
complementary threaded portions 296 for securing the first and second portions 
together in assembled configuration. 
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In regard to claim 18, Luzzi discloses a distribution device (not numbered) for 
distributing high magnitude electrical potential from an input port (not marked, area 66) 
of the distribution device to a plurality of output ports (connectors at areas 36 and 292 at 
the right side of Fig. 5) thereof, utilization devices, the distribution device including a first 
portion 26, 50 and a second portion 300 adapted for engagement, at least one of the 
first and second portions including cooperating couplers 156, 154 and 308, 304, and the 
first 26, 50 and second 300 portions include complementary threaded portions 296 for 
securing the first and second portions 
together in assembled configuration. 

In regard to claim 19, Luzzi discloses a distribution device (not numbered) for 
distributing high magnitude electrical potential from an input port (not marked, area 66) 
of the distribution device to a plurality of output ports (connectors at areas 36 and 292 at 
the right side of Fig. 5) thereof, utilization devices, the distribution device including a first 
portion 26, 50 and a second portion 300 adapted for engagement, at least one of the 
first and second portions including cooperating couplers 156, 154 and 308, 304, the first 
26, 50 and second 300 portions including complementary surfaces (not marked, areas 
where 306 and 218 meet) between which at least one of the cooperating couplers 156, 
154 and 308, 304 is captured to promote electrical continuity among the cooperating 
couplers 156, 154 and 308, 304 through the device, the complementary surfaces the 
(thread 296, 290) is seen to be including labyrinthine portions. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dean et 
al. (3263203). 

The examiner takes official notice that plugs are commonly used in open ports. Such 
plugs are complementary to the open port. 

The use of a plug in an unused port is well known for the purpose of protecting the open 
contacts. For that reason, it would have been obvious to include a complementary plug 
in an unused port of Dean et al. 

Claims 8-15 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Luzzi (4955823) in view of the prior art shown by applicant. 
In regard to claims 8 and 20, Luzzi disclose most of invention except for a plurality of 
high magnitude potential utilization devices. The use of the connector in the utilization 
devices (i.e. coating material devices) of the prior art would have been obvious since 
the prior art requires distribution devices and the distribution device of Luzzi offers good 
connection with minimal and easy maintenance (column 1, lines 23-58). 
In regard to claim 12, Luzzi discloses a high magnitude potential distribution device 
(not numbered) having an input port (connector 66), and output ports (connectors at 
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areas 36 and 292), utilization devices, the output port of the high magnitude potential 
supply being coupled to the input port of the distribution device and respective output 
ports of the distribution device being coupled to respective utilization devices. Luzzi 
does not disclose a high magnitude potential supply system including a high magnitude 
potential supply having an output port at which a high magnitude potential is provided 
and a plurality of high magnitude potential utilization devices. The use of the connector 
in the utilization devices (i.e. coating material devices) of the prior art would have been 
obvious since the prior art requires distribution devices and the distribution device of 
Luzzi offers good connection with minimal and easy maintenance (column 1, lines 23- 
58). 

In regard to claim 9, 13 and 21, Luzzi in view of the prior art shows by applicant 
discloses the utilization devices comprise coating material atomizing and dispensing 
devices. 

In regard to claim 10, 14 and 22, Luzzi in view of the prior art shows the coating 
material atomizing and dispensing devices comprise electrostatically aided coating 
material atomizing and dispensing devices. 

In regard to claim 11,15 and 23, Luzzi in view of the prior art shows at least one 
coating material source coupled to the coating material atomizing and dispensing 
devices. 



Application/Control Number: 10/743,203 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2833 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 02/07/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response to Applicant's arguments on page 5 with regard to Luzzi's reference that 
there is no distribution device, Examiner disagrees. Examiner considers a crimp 
connector 66 is an input and connectors 290, 306 and 218, 222 as outputs, thus it is a 
distribution device. 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Larisa Z. Tsukerman whose telephone number is (571)- 

272- 2015. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 
am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on (571)-272-2800 ex. 33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



LT, 05/18/2006 



P. AUSTIN BRADLEY 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 




